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House of Representatives 
The House met at 8 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BLUMENAUER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 3, 2009. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable EARL 
BLUMENAUER to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 25 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip, 
limited to 5 minutes, but in no event 
shall debate continue beyond 8:50 a.m. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. As we know, 
health care is not a luxury; it is simply 
a necessity. And here in the United 
States we already have the best doc-
tors, the best hospitals, the best pa-
tient care in the world. What we do not 
have is the best access to health care. 
That access lies in being able to obtain 
quality health care at a fair price. 

All families deserve to know that 
their health care needs will be met. We 

need to promote changes that make 
health care insurance easily accessible 
and affordable for all Americans. And 
we need to do this in a way that fixes 
what is broken in the system without 
destroying what works in the system. 

What we need is real health care re-
form. Real health care reform means 
that no one should be denied coverage 
due to a preexisting health condition. 
Real health care reform means cov-
erage should be portable and stay with 
you through job changes or career 
changes. Real health care reform 
means that there should be no dis-
crimination based on age or gender. 
Real health care reform means expand-
ing the health care options for all 
Americans by forcing insurance compa-
nies to compete for all of our business. 
Real health care reform means sup-
porting effective prevention, wellness, 
and disease management programs. 
And, most importantly, real health 
care reform means all of these things 
without destroying the current health 
care system that over 80 percent of 
Americans have said they are happy 
with. 

The Pelosi health care bill wants to 
raise taxes on all individuals by 2.5 per-
cent if they do not purchase bureau-
crat-approved health insurance. The 
Pelosi health care bill makes over $162 
billion in cuts to Medicare Advantage 
for seniors. The Pelosi health care bill 
will eventually force Americans to pur-
chase their coverage through the Fed-
eral Government with no real competi-
tion. The Pelosi health care bill makes 
no effort to control the skyrocketing 
costs of health care or insurance pre-
miums. Instead, the Pelosi health care 
bill finds convoluted ways to hide 
health care costs in taxes on individ-
uals, businesses, and by making timely 
and professional care a scarce resource. 

As a mother and as a grandmother, I 
know that American families are wor-
ried. In the average household, it is us 
women who are often tasked with 

major and minor health care decisions. 
We choose our family doctors and take 
our kids and elderly parents to doctors’ 
appointments. We stay home to nurse 
the sick children and our partners back 
to health. And we have seen every 
scrape, every cut, every blister that 
our family members have ever had. We 
know that families are in this together 
and we bind and look after our fami-
lies. 

Women know that if health care re-
form excludes even one member of our 
family, then it is unworkable. And we 
know the high cost of health care is 
the most important issue facing our 
Nation right now, because it is the 
most important issue facing our fami-
lies. 

Everyone deserves access to health 
care insurance. Everyone deserves 
health care treatment. And everyone 
deserves both at an affordable price. 

The Pelosi health care bill is not the 
answer. We can, and indeed, we must, 
do better. 

f 

THE TIME FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE REFORM IS NOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
CHU). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. I guess I 
couldn’t disagree more with my friend 
from Florida in referring to health care 
legislation. She’s just described some-
thing I certainly don’t recognize. 

I rise today because the time for 
health care insurance reform has ar-
rived. Premiums are dramatically in-
creasing for working families in our 
country. The overall costs of health 
care are imperiling our Federal budg-
ets and the quality of care itself. Indi-
viduals with previous existing medical 
conditions are being denied medical 
coverage every day by health insurers 
in this country. 
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